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Then follows a clinical section, based upon the analysis of four 
thousand cases of insanity treated at the West Riding Asylum, of 
which Dr, Lewis is medical director. 

This section is introduced by a psycho-physiological considera¬ 
tion of the states of depression and exaltation. When scientists 
treat upon psychological subjects they become imbued with an idea 
that it is necessary to be abstruse, to coin picture-words; simple 
English descriptive phraseology gives way to “ intellectual poten¬ 
tials" without “definite cohesion.’’ 

The reviewer felt, while reading this section, that his education 
had been sadly neglected or his “automatic segregation” was out 
of gear. Hut he had a “vivid realization” that very often sense 
was lacking and good English abused. 

There is a vast difference between this especial part and the rest 
of the work, as though written by some one else. It is unquestion¬ 
ably scientific, yet it is labored. 

In the truly clinical and pathological sections his descriptions 
are simple, instructive, and very interesting. The metaphysical 
would be also, if the author had not felt compelled to have written 
for Spencerian minds. 

It seems a duty for reviewers of books to find something to criti¬ 
cise. It is much easier, no doubt, to criticise psychological deduc¬ 
tions than to create them, but it is not fair to stamp “text-book” to 
this part of the work. We claim there should have been a few 
prcparan >ry chapters anti simple definitions and illustrations scattered 
here and there, to make the reading easier and the interpretation 
pla : n. 

The pathological is most instructive, and well worthy the atten¬ 
tion of all scientists. 

The special subject of the “ scavenger cell," and its part in 
the history of lymphoidal connective-tissue formations, is well 
advanced. 

The question, Does the book fill all the conditions of a text¬ 
book ? is hardly to be answered affirmatively. It seems to the 
reviewer to be, instead, directed to the physiologist, psychologist, 
and alienist. It is more than a text book to the pabulum-searching 
student or the hurrying physician. 

It is certainly an admirable and instinctive treatise on mental 
diseases. 

Tin-: X ill roses ok tiie Gen'ito-Urixary System in tiik 
Mali:, with Sterility and Impotence. By Ur. R. 
Ult/.mann, Professor of Genito-Urinary Diseases in the 
University of Vienna. Translated by Gardner \Y. 
Allen, M.D., Surgeon in the Genito-Urinary Depart¬ 
ment, Boston Dispensary. Philadelphia and London : 
F. A. Davis. 

This excellent little volume, one of the “Physician's and 
Student’s Ready Reference Series,” will be welcome, not only to 
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many an American practi ioner, who in his pilgrimage to Vienna 
was privileged to listen to the eloquent discourses of the late Prof. 
Ultzmann, but will also, as we feel assured, meet with a grateful 
reception by those not thus favored. 

Well versed in all branches of medicine, the author possessed 
the rare ability of interweaving clinical experiences with teachings 
gained from the study of microscopy, physiology, and pathology 
into a harmonious unity. Like other literary productions of Ultz¬ 
mann, the present work, which consists of a compilation of the two 
monographs, “Ueber die Neuropathien des mannlichen Geschlechts- 
apparates ’’ and “Ueber Potentia generandi und Potentia coeundi,” 
is eminently practical, vet scientific, and its style very fasci¬ 
nating. 

The chapter on Impotence and Sterility is especially well written, 
and, as the author’s name alone would be a guarantee, is free from 
all charlatanism, which, unfortunately, cannot be claimed for some 
recent publications by otherwise reputable authors. The translation 
is excellent. We can conscientiously recommend the volume to 
every student and practitioner in search of knowledge on the topics 
therein contained. A. F. 13. 

Spinal Concpssion : Surgically considered as a Cause of 
Spinal Injury, and neurologically restricted to a cer¬ 
tain Symptom Group, for which is suggested the Desig¬ 
nation Erich sen's Disease, as One Form of the Traumatic 
Neuroses. By S. V. Clevenger, M.D. With thirty wood 
engravings. 8vo, pp. iv. to 359. Philadelphia and 
London, 1889: F. A. Davis, Publisher. 

This work, attractive in size, form, binding, anti impression, is 
of great interest to the neurologist as well as to the general practi¬ 
tioner in localities in which accidents frequently occur. While 
those of the latter cateaory whose scientific training is incomplete 
may find some of the technicalities of the book a little beyond them, 
they will still find in this most recent rx/iose of the subject so much 
that is helpful and even necessary to their success, that it becomes 
quasi-indispensable to them. 

The author imparts much of his originality to the work by his 
independent appreciation of the good and also of the indifferent 
endeavors of other authors on spinal concussion. On more than 
one page he likewise justly deplores the insufficiency of medical 
education in our country. Those interested in the progress of that 
most subtile and difficult specialty, neurology, will read with dis¬ 
couragement and, at the same time, admit the truth of the following 
lines from page 25 : “ It is sad to reflect that the majority of medical 
men in our country have never seen a human spinal cord, would 
not recognize one if they did see it, nor would they know how to 
take it from its bony canal, and certainly would attempt to preserve 



